OPEN LETTER TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
PALM OIL AND BIOFUELS POLICY REFORM

February 2015
Dear Members of the European Parliament,

We, the undersigned organisations, as representatives of civil society from across Asia, Africa and Latin
America, are seriously concerned about the devastating impact that Europe’s demand for biofuels is
having on our forests and millions of our people, and about its significant contribution to rising
greenhouse gas emissions.

Soon, you will vote on vital reforms to EU biofuels policy. Unless you take action to restrict demand
for biofuels, Europe will continue to force the transformation of our countries’ vital forests,
community lands and biodiversity hot-spots into industrial-scale, monoculture oil palm plantations.

The EU’s use of palm oil for biofuels has been rising rapidly', and increasing EU biofuels consumption is
also indirectly driving palm oil expansion globally."

Escalating demand for palm oil means an unsustainable global land footprint. Around 90% of the
world’s palm oil is grown in Indonesia and Malaysia." The Indonesian government plans to double palm
oil plantations to around 28 million hectares by 2020" — an area larger than the entire United Kingdom.
Malaysia’s existing plantations cover over 5 million hectares,” with planned expansion of 60,000-
100,000 hectares a year on customary lands." In Latin America, Colombia recorded over 476,000

vii

hectares of land allocated for palm oil in 2013™ and Peru experienced a five-fold increase in oil palm

plantations over the past 15 years"": 72% of new plantations expanded into forested areas™. The
Philippines and West and Central Africa have been earmarked as the new frontiers for oil palm
development: since 2001, foreign companies have signed deals allocating nearly 4 million hectares to
palm oil in West and Central Africa® and the Philippine government plans to expand to up to 8 million

hectares” - 20, 000 hectares of which are within the Palawan UNESCO Man & Biosphere Reserve.

This relentless drive for palm oil has devastating and often irreversible consequences for people and the

environment in our countries, including:

e Land grabbing and conflict: Oil palm companies often occupy customary land without obtaining
the free, prior and informed consent of local and indigenous communities, forcing the
displacement of people from their ancestral homes. The encroachment of oil palm plantations
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into indigenous peoples’ ancestral lands violates international law.”™ Non-recognition of land

rights causes conflicts between communities and companies, often resulting in violence
perpetrated by state security forces in support of oil palm companies, as well as extra-judicial
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killings.™ 731 conflicts over land tenure between communities and oil palm plantation

companies have been recorded in Indonesia alone.™



e Labour and gender injustice: The industrial oil palm plantation system frequently fails to respect
the rights of workers, causes gender injustices and often involves child labour, denying children
their right to education. In Caraga, Philippines, 24% of workers in the palm oil industry are
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reported to be children between 5-17 years old.”™ A high percentage of plantation workers are
casual labourers who have no guarantee of safety at work or job security, and are paid wages

too low to meet their daily needs.

e Loss of clean water supplies, food sovereignty and cultural integrity: Palm oil plantations
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require huge amounts of water and contaminate vital water sources with effluents,” including
rivers and lakes used for fishing, washing and drinking. The destruction of forests and fertile
agricultural land to make way for oil palm plantations is jeopardising the food sovereignty and
cultural integrity of entire communities who depend on the land as their source of food and

livelihoods.

e Increased carbon emissions: Industrial oil palm plantations are one of the world’s largest
contributors to greenhouse gas emissions due to Direct and Indirect Land Use Change causing
deforestation, draining of carbon-rich peatlands, forest fires and the burning of land. Biofuels
which drive the expansion of palm oil will not only fail to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; they
could make climate change worse.

The EU Biofuels policies’ sustainability criteria are ineffective in stopping these impacts.

We urge all Members of the European Parliament to vote for biofuels policy reforms which ensure the
protection of our people and environment from the impacts of palm oil expansion. We therefore call on
the EU to halt the demand for biofuels in Europe and refrain from using biofuels derived from palm-
oil plantations which:

1. Drive direct and indirect land use change (ILUC), resulting in the clearing of natural forests and
peatlands and globally significant carbon emissions.

2. Have taken over community lands important for food, clean water supplies, cultural integrity
and protecting the environment;

3. Are developed on lands where companies are in conflict with indigenous peoples and local

communities;

4. Are controlled by companies that are involved in human rights violations, including workers' and
women's rights and the use of child labour, and that do not respect good governance principles
and the rule of law in producer countries.

Yours faithfully,

(197 worldwide civil society organisations)
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